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Long time readers will know that I own a Royal Enfield Continental GT 535 and a Triumph Street Triple 675. I bought the yellow Royal Enfield Continental GT 535 in August 2014. Over the past 7 ¥z years, I've ridden what was once the company’s flagship motorcycle, for close to 30,000 kilometers. It is a bike that connects with me in a very special
way. The Continental GT 535 got me back into the motorcycling community. It also introduced me to so many wonderful enthusiasts on this forum, many of whom have gone on to become great friends. It’s fair to say that I’ve had my share of ups and downs with the Continental GT 535. You can read more about it in my ownership thread (Royal
Enfield Continental GT 535 : Ownership Review (29,000 km and 7 years)) . Overall, there is a strong love - hate relationship with this highly misunderstood motorcycle. I love it. My friends and mechanics hate it. In 2018, I bought the Triumph Street Triple 675. To me, it is one of the finest motorcycles that Triumph has ever engineered. This black
Street Triple 675 helped me to dip my toes into the big bike world, both as a motorcycle rider and as an enthusiast, who has to live with it. While the middleweight motorcycle is brilliant, in almost every conceivable way, my ownership experience was marred by the terrible Triumph service center in Cochin. Over the last 4 years, I haven’t even
crossed 20,000 kilometers on the Triumph Street Triple 675. This has more to do with the global pandemic, than the motorcycle or its capabilities. Errr .... Why Another Motorcycle? The onset of Covid in the year 2020, taught me one thing - there is no point in always saving up for a rainy day, if you are not going to have some fun, while you are young
and your body is willing. Well, I'm not sure if I can still be categorized as a young 'un but that is immaterial to this ownership thread.... Needless to say, the Royal Enfield Continental GT 535 and Triumph Street Triple 675 have very contrasting personalities and hence, are used to fulfill completely opposing requirements. Thanks to my new found
wisdom, the itch to add a 3rd motorcycle to the garage, became very strong. I did not need a rocket scientist to tell me that I was not doing any justice to both my current bikes. The truth is that some (a high?) degree of irrationality is part and parcel of being a motorcycle enthusiast! Since I had a single and a triple cylindered motorcycle, I narrowed
my search criteria down to twins and inline fours. With the lockdowns keeping the world indoors, I began my research. I checked out a couple of interesting options that I never would have considered in the past. Meanwhile, life happened. The days became weeks. The weeks became months. And the months became years. I was not any closer to a
final decision. Fast forward to the summer of 2022. I decided to sell my immaculate and fully accessorized Triumph Street Triple 675. Barring the plethora of issues with the company SVC, I had thoroughly enjoyed my ownership experience with the naked middleweight motorcycle. Why sell it, then? Even with its 100 HP map, the power delivery didn’t
scare me anymore. Now, I am in no ways suggesting that my skills had outgrown the capabilities of the Street Triple 675. That would be a preposterous claim and I would need several lifetimes of avid motorcycling, to do so. However, I had improved my motorcycling skills and the dream of owning a proper litre class motorcycle was rapidly fading
away. I was not getting any younger. It was time to go big or stay at home. How many of us had this .... ... and this as the wallpaper on our desktop and phones? A well-maintained Yamaha R1, that a friend vouched for, seemed to be the perfect answer to my long standing dilemma. If I sold the Street Triple 675, the asking price of this 1000cc
motorcycle, was comfortably within my reach. This was a now or never situation. I had plans for an upcoming ride to Mangalore with fellow TBHPians. After I returned, I would reach out to a handful of known enthusiasts, to find a buyer for my motorcycle from within the close knit community. This 2,000 km round trip promised to be the perfect send
off for the black motorcycle that I dearly loved. The funny thing is that somewhere during the ride, I realized that I would be a complete fool to sell this gem of a motorcycle. What was I going to do with a litre class motorcycle that delivered 170+ BHP, without a full suite of electronics to keep me safe? Where were the roads in Kerala to thoroughly
enjoy such a motorcycle? Honestly, I simply love the all round usability and fleet footedness of my Triumph motorcycle. It flies under the radar, both literally and figuratively. I had made peace with its highway mileage being in the low 20s. The brakes are good. It’s a friendly bike that can be a hilarious riot, if you do give it the beans. Simply put, I
would sell a perfectly capable motorcycle that I was very happy with and then invest an additional Rs 3+ lakhs, to fulfill a childhood dream that was a lot heavier, hotter, thirstier, far less usable and most importantly, way more uncomfortable! Trying to balance a modicum of practicality with a motorcycling enthusiast’s inherent irrationality, is no easy
task. The other factor that weighed heavily on my (in)decision making, was that I finally had some time for good old fashioned motorcycle touring. Like many others here, I've been planning to do an unencumbered solo ride across different states. All this is easier said than done. When I finally began planning in earnest, the Covid pandemic struck.
The right dates were one perennial worry. The right motorcycle, turned out to be a bigger headache than I ever anticipated it to be. Given the patchy track record of the Royal Enfield Continental GT 535 and the fact that is a discontinued model that barely sold in decent numbers, there was no question of rolling the dice with it. Had it been a
Himalayan 411 or an Interceptor 650, an unexpected visit to a company service center in another state would not be a bother as their spares are easily available across the country. That is not the case with the Continental GT 535. Barring the basics, almost everything else needs to be back ordered by a service center or parts distributor. In smaller
towns, even these basic spares are not likely to be available off the shelf. While the Street Triple 675 is a fabulous mile muncher, when the going gets tough, you will wish that you are on a motorcycle that is more comfortable and easier to deal with, especially in crowded conditions. Also, the Street Triple 675 is not completely inconspicuous. You
cannot simply park it anywhere (even if it is overnight) and pray that it does not draw any attention. In terms of raw numbers, a hypothetical pan India ride would involve a couple of services, a chain replacement, new tires and a lot more. As the costs add up, you realize that you are staring at a mammoth total. This is even before you add your
accommodation and food expenses. Once again, I was at an impasse. A close friend and a fellow TBHPian suggested that (for once?) I think out of the box. He asked me consider something reliable, lightweight, fuel efficient and which came with alloys. That was all that I really needed to tour with peace of mind. Since I had mentally prepared myself to
spend Rs 3 L on the upgrade to a litre class bike, I could instead, go the other way. My friend suggested that I buy a third bike and use it for as long as I would do solo tours. When its’ time was up, its’ time was up. That would be it. No strings attached. The bike would be sold quickly, with no second thoughts. This was going to be a short-term solution
to my long standing wish of touring alone. Though I am someone who holds on to my cars and bikes for several years, I really liked this practical line of thinking. All things considered, I would not have to consolidate my garage by parting with the Continental GT 535 (perish the insane thought ....) or the Street Triple 675. There would be peace in the
kingdom. Last edited by neil.jericho : 23rd July 2022 at 22:32. Page 2Now that the first service was done, I was all set to get down to properly touring on the Gixxer SF 250. I had planned to join a few Bangalore based TBHPians for a monsoon weekend ride to Chikmagalur. While they would return after the overnight stay, I planned to branch out and
ride towards a couple of other popular destinations, before taking the long way home. Awful weather permitting, that is. In the end, my shortened holiday ended up becoming Cochin - Bangalore - Chikmagalur - Mysore - Cochin. I was keen to add Ooty and / or Yercaud to the mix but the heavy rains made me reconsider these options. Overcast skies
for the first part of the journey on day 1 The Cochin to Bangalore ride was a solo one. This was the first time that I was able to hold sustained high speeds on the highway. There was not much to report except for the fact that when I stopped for breaks, different people came up to me and discussed the Suzuki Gixxer SF 250. Near Thoppur, a
gentleman who was riding an old Royal Enfield Taurus (that’s the only mass produced diesel motorcycle which was made in India), pulled over next to me and wanted to know about the Suzuki motorcycle. We exchanged notes on our riding experiences before saying goodbye to each other. Would you believe that he gets over 60 kmpl? Bright blue
skies after crossing Coimbatore Later, when I stopped for a snack, another gentleman who hailed from Rajasthan, was curious to know more about my bike. He was a former mechanic and wanted to know the technical details of Suzuki’s 250 cc offering. This was not a motorcycle that he had seen before. He could not believe that a motorcycle which
looked so good, only had a 250 cc engine. Could these conversations have been a coincidence? I think not. Such discussions never used to happen when I toured alone on my other motorcycles. A sunny afternoon Over the last 13 years, Ive ridden alone on the Cochin - Bangalore stretch on multiple occasions. Understandably, the Street Triple 675
takes the least amount of time, for me to complete the distance of 550 kms. On the Triumph, while riding through the 4 and 6 lane highways in Tamil Nadu, I am always able to comfortably hold a steady cruising speed of 120 kmph. The empty roads do allow you to ride at much higher speeds but I rarely stray from 120 kmph. The effortless mile
munching ability of the middleweight motorcycle meant that I could ride for 90 minutes to 120 minutes continuously. One would think that after I reached my destination, I would feel the freshest / least tired, on the Street Triple 675. The truth is that between my R15 (first gen), Continental GT 535, Street Triple 675 and Gixxer SF 250, it was the
Suzuki motorcycle that left me feeling the freshest, both mentally and physically. Let me explain. On the Suzuki Gixxer SF250, my cruising speeds were in the 90 to 110 kmph range. My concentration levels did not need to be as elevated as what they were, when I was riding through the same roads, on the much faster Street Triple 675. In addition to
this, I needed to take a break every 60 minutes because of the tiny vibrations from the single cylindered engine. The lower cruising speeds over several hours of riding, coupled with frequent breaks, meant that at the end of the day, I was fresh enough to go take a long walk after arriving in Bangalore. Who would have thunk it? The ride from
Bangalore to Chikmagalur with fellow TBHPians was a fun experience. The early morning start meant that the headlights were called into action, while I got to our meeting point at the other end of town. In a few dimly lit sections of Bangalore, I had to slow down because I could not accurately identify the neatly hidden undulations in the road. Once
we were on the highway, it was smooth sailing. The assortment of motorcycles consisted of a Honda CB 500X (KarthikK), an Interceptor 650 (ebmRajesh), an Adv 250 (shakhmimran), a first gen Ninja 650 (rbp), a Meteor 350 (Sentil) and Dr Crazy Drivers former (forever?) love, the Versys 650 (high time that its new owner becomes a TBHPian!). When
will I learn to not park next to tall motorcycles? Taking a break The return from Chikmagalur involved only shakhmimran and me. The two of us rode together till Hassan. The others left from our homestay after they had their lunch. The solo ride from Hassan to Mysore involved some of the finest roads that I have encountered in Karnataka. Long
sweeping bends, with little to no traffic, made these few hours memorable. Rain clouds kept following me all throughout but the skies really opened up after I reached Mysore. Motorcycling in the monsoon can be therapeutic The famous Mysore Palace The final leg of the trip from Mysore to Cochin was 50% fascinating and 50% mind numblingly
boring. Google Maps led me through the Nanjangud - Chamarajanagar - Sathyamanagalam Tiger Reserve - Karumapthampatti stretch. This was the first time that I was travelling on this beautiful route. Rural Tamil Nadu has a beauty that is hard to match. Gorgeous sunflower fields in Karnataka I had several nervous moments on the 2 lane L&T
bypass section, when the strong crosswinds caught me off guard. Many of the cars were also slowing down through this largely empty stretch of highway. I was forced to substantially reduce my speeds, to get through this hazardous section. This was the first and only time, that I missed my heavier motorcycles! This is not necessarily feedback on the
Suzuki Gixxer SF 250 but the Viaterra Claw that I used for my touring, always found some slack when I went over speed breakers and large undulations. At every stop, I had to take off my gloves to tighten the straps. I faced the same problem while using the Viaterra Claw on my Street Triple 675. Now, on the Chikmagalur trip, my friend on the
Versys 650, had the exact same Viaterra bag and we tied down both bags at the stops, to compare how they would fare by the time we halted for our next break. During every check, we found that my bag managed to find some slack in the straps while his didnt. We were riding on the same roads with the same Viaterra Claw, while riding at the same
speeds. I suspect that the raised and sloping rear seat on both the Suzuki Gixxer SF 250 and the Triumph Street Triple 675, is the cause of this. What Next? I've got a monsoon group ride through Maharashtra, which is lined up for September. I need to work out a plan for exploring the historic parts of Tamil Nadu, that I am yet to see. And last, but
not the least, my solo ride across different states... Last edited by neil.jericho : 24th July 2022 at 00:07. Page 3 25th July 2022, 09:41 #31 BHPian Join Date: Nov 2007 Location: Mumbai Posts: 383 Thanked: 594 Times Re: Suzuki Gixxer SF 250 Ownership Review Amazing Review Neil, rated 5 stars I also own the Gixxer250SF, bought it during
lockdown. April 2020, manufactured in 2019. While I don't ride as much as you do, whatever weekend rides I have had on the bike have been just awesome. My biggest complaints for the bike have been - 1. Braking, wish to somehow improve the bite. 2. Wind shield, I always compare it with my friends CBR, which has such a nice wind shield On our
rides, the Gixxer always manages to out manoeuvre other bikes in the corners. Makes me feel like a better rider than I am. your attention to detail in owning the bike and writing down this review are both admirable. Wish you many years of fast and happy ownership. - Slick (2) Thanks The following 2 BHPians Thank Slick for this useful post:
neil.jericho, silverado 25th July 2022, 09:57 #32 Senior - BHPian Join Date: Feb 2005 Location: Mumbai-Pune Posts: 1,529 Thanked: 1,586 Times Re: Suzuki Gixxer SF 250 Ownership Review The first time i rode a gixxer was when i took a test drive. I am someone who drives scooter on daily basis , but boy the bike was so easy to get adjusted to.
In comparison to CBR it feels refined, and narrow to some extent. It is a very underrated bike and i am stunned by the low numbers it has been sold till date. Tells us how Suzuki is not too much focused on this segment. While for us CBR has been the benchmark in 250's, this bike comes a very close second. The biggest grouse for me has to be the
fairing, which is unusually low set. It surely looks like an after thought when viewed from front. The bike you have has to be the best looking Gixxer in the lineup. I hope Suzuki works on few minor things and markets it well. To be honest this is a bike not everyone thinks of when in market for a 250cc, and thats an injustice for such a nice product.

(4) Thanks The following 4 BHPians Thank silverado for this useful post: LongDrive lover, neil.jericho, saitvsk23, Slick 25th July 2022, 10:09 #33 Team-BHP Support Join Date: Feb 2004 Location: Mumbai Posts: 13,900 Thanked: 61,060 Times Re: Suzuki Gixxer SF 250 Ownership Review Exceptional, unbiased & detailed ownership reviews of bikes
have started going to our homepage reviews box. It's the ultimate stamp of trust from Team-BHP (as a platform) because lakhs of visitors every month check out reviews from there & make purchase decisions. Your review has also been included here. Thank you so much for sharing . (8) Thanks The following 8 BHPians Thank Aditya for this useful
post: Axe77, CrAzY dRiVeR, gauravanekar, GTO, lovetorque, neil.jericho, unk9ja, vaasu 25th July 2022, 10:20 #34 BHPian Join Date: Mar 2014 Location: Gurgaon Posts: 465 Thanked: 1,173 Times Re: Suzuki Gixxer SF 250 Ownership Review Exceptional writing skills and great detailed, informative review, something in the line of older team BHP
official car reviews which we no longer get to see. Congratulations on this underrated champion from Suzuki, I ask myself the same question as to why we don't see more of this, this does most things right, well you saw this for what it is and good on you, I see this as a more practical, unstressed version of my R15 with similar performance, maybe
better in certain conditions, but none of that anger and high revvs required to go there. Last edited by Rocketscience : 25th July 2022 at 10:22. (3) Thanks The following 3 BHPians Thank Rocketscience for this useful post: KarthikK, LongDrive lover, neil.jericho 25th July 2022, 11:10 #35 BHPian Join Date: Oct 2015 Location: Pune Posts: 542
Thanked: 1,333 Times Re: Suzuki Gixxer SF 250 Ownership Review I think the love for the machines made you write down such a brilliant review. The details you managed to capture are exceptional. Kudos! Currently, I don't NEED the bike but really WANT one, just for fun rides on weekends. Was looking for used Dominar but came across one
Gixxer 250 (naked) used just for 7k kms for 1.5 L. It is still in my mind and I think your review made me more inclined towards it. Or I think I should just check out the discounts on offer on Gixxer 250 first in nearby showroom. (2) Thanks The following 2 BHPians Thank DriveOnceMore for this useful post: LongDrive lover, neil.jericho 25th July 2022,
12:18 #36 BHPian Join Date: Apr 2019 Location: Down South Posts: 371 Thanked: 2,111 Times Re: Suzuki Gixxer SF 250 Ownership Review Congrats man on the 250. The review is mind blowingly detailed making me believe you have more than 24 hours a day in your cycle so that you can take all the time in the world to pen such awesome
reviews The 250 should be reliable as a Suzuki should be and I see this bike as a spiritual replacement of the legend, the CBR250R. I wished it had a taller windscreen though. Wishing you a million miles on the new steed. (4) Thanks The following 4 BHPians Thank Xaos636 for this useful post: Cyborg, KarthikK, neil.jericho, TRR 25th July 2022,
22:40 #37 BHPian Join Date: Jan 2017 Location: Jaipur Posts: 253 Thanked: 578 Times Re: Suzuki Gixxer SF 250 Ownership Review Neil, I strongly recommend Apollo H1s , apart from the obvious handling improvements it has the ability to take off the slight harshness in the suspension. I ride my SF250 in Rajasthan where I have zero twisty roads,
yet the improvement in ride and the increased confidence due to grip is worth it. (3) Thanks The following 3 BHPians Thank gauravanekar for this useful post: LongDrive lover, neil.jericho, Slick 26th July 2022, 02:41 #38 Newbie Join Date: Jan 2022 Location: KL10 Posts: 19 Thanked: 23 Times Re: Suzuki Gixxer SF 250 Ownership Review Wow,
that's a book length review you got there. Fantastic reading. I always thought that was a stunning colour way, maybe even the best looking of the smaller class bikes. (1) Thanks The following BHPian Thanks DesertLynx34 for this useful post: neil.jericho 26th July 2022, 12:02 #39 Senior - BHPian Join Date: Mar 2009 Location: Bombay, London
Posts: 1,210 Thanked: 926 Times Re: Suzuki Gixxer SF 250 Ownership Review Congratulations on your new ride Neil, wish you loads of smiles and happiness on it. I am in similar dilemma. I need a decent bike to compliment the Z900. This bike will be used for commutes and long'ish tours that I cannot do on the Z. I am gravitating towards the KTM
Adventure twins, still to take a test ride. Have fun!! (1) Thanks The following BHPian Thanks hiren.mistry for this useful post: neil.jericho 27th July 2022, 18:25 #40 BHPian Join Date: Jan 2006 Location: TecHalli Posts: 330 Thanked: 290 Times Re: Suzuki Gixxer SF 250 Ownership Review Quote: Originally Posted by no fear The only eyesore of



the SF 250 is that exhaust. It's hideous. Those chrome tips and the way its designed, really clashes against the whole bike. Oh well, you can always swap it with an aftermarket one. For now, probably you could swap the end caps of the exhaust from the V-Strom 250 which comes in a black/grey color. (1) Thanks The following BHPian Thanks
srinath34 for this useful post: neil.jericho 29th July 2022, 11:23 #41 Team-BHP Support Join Date: Jun 2009 Location: Mumbai Posts: 3,995 Thanked: 11,303 Times Re: Suzuki Gixxer SF 250 Ownership Review Fantastic thread Neil. Took me a few sessions before I could get through all of it but this was worth the read - as entertaining as it was
informative. Coming from a Street Triple 675, I’d have thought you might have given the 2022 RC 390 also a serious consideration. Its as potent as before but just that little more comfortable, relaxed and rider friendly compared to its more frantic nature of before. I can imagine touring on it being a load of fun too. Suzuki really puts out some true
gems, even if occasionally underrated and it seems like the Gixxer is indeed a nice package. Wish you some wonderful memories of road tripping on this one. (1) Thanks The following BHPian Thanks Axe77 for this useful post: neil.jericho 29th July 2022, 12:58 #42 BHPian Join Date: Nov 2008 Location: INDIA Posts: 247 Thanked: 345 Times Re:
Suzuki Gixxer SF 250 Ownership Review Great Narration and a fantastic bike. The proportion in pictures remind me of the original Yamaha R15. Is it really that small or is the stubby windscreen playing tricks on my eyes? Never seen one in person. Here's wishing you many happy and safe miles on your pocket rocket (if I may call her that) (1)
Thanks The following BHPian Thanks aveoman19 for this useful post: neil.jericho 29th July 2022, 15:10 #43 BHPian Join Date: Aug 2009 Location: All CAPS Posts: 386 Thanked: 116 Times Re: Who Were The Contenders? Quote: Originally Posted by neil.jericho Royal Enfield Interceptor 650 Royal Enfield has still not offered OEM alloys for their
twin twins. Im beginning to suspect that they never will. Yes, you are right. The OEM Alloys for the Interceptor may never come, instead you're going to get an all new bike with the same sweet 650 Twin cylinder engine with all the flaws addressed (as percieved by us Indians, the Goras love the spoked wheels, it reminds them of the British heydays!).
The new 650s will have alloy wheel option, a comfortable seat and footpegs which dont bruise your shins. I'm guessing that one may be a 650 with Classic style of ergos, another which will be more like the Meteor 350, and yet another which is like a pucca cruiser, a la Harley. (2) Thanks The following 2 BHPians Thank windiesel for this useful post:
gauravanekar, neil.jericho 31st July 2022, 17:01 #44 BHPian Join Date: Dec 2019 Location: Mysore Posts: 445 Thanked: 1,187 Times Re: Suzuki Gixxer SF 250 Ownership Review @neil.jericho: Hope you have a good time with the bike, however short it may be. Not sure if you wrote about it and I missed it, but how does the seat feel for riding hours
at a time? Is the bare seat agreeable enough or did you have to resort to tricks like padded shorts? (1) Thanks The following BHPian Thanks drt rdr for this useful post: neil.jericho 9th August 2022, 00:05 #45 BHPian Join Date: May 2021 Location: Gujarat Posts: 46 Thanked: 87 Times Re: Suzuki Gixxer SF 250 Ownership Review Love the review
Neil. Wish you a great ownership experience with the bike. I've had my heart set on getting the SF 250 however I had to put my plans on hold because of shady experience with the Suzuki dealer here. I have two questions for you. 1. Would you mind telling how you got in touch with the area sales manager? Like I said I have my heart set on this
machine and am willing to overlook sneaky behaviour on the dealerships part. Is like to speak to the area sales manager and see if he can fix my issues. 2. I was offered the bike for 2.18 L on road. No mention was made of any discounts. Do you think I'll be paying too much if I take it for the price? Can you tell me how you found about the discount?
(1) Thanks The following BHPian Thanks SkylineGTR for this useful post: neil.jericho
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